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“We will support science, research, and innovation, 

including a focus on social, technological, digital and 

nature-based innovation, robust science-policy 

interfaces in urban and territorial planning and policy 

formulation” […] 

Quito Declaration on sustainable cities and human 

settlements for all  - New Urban Agenda

United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable 

Urban Development - Habitat III - October 2016
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#NewUrbanAgenda

#InnovatingCities

nature-based innovation, robust science
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Nature-Based Solutions: 
economic, social and environmental benefits 

(& co-benefits)



Sustainable cities through nature-based 
solutions: 2016 topics

SCC-02-2016: Demonstrating innovative
nature- based solutions in cities (IA)
ØDemonstrating innovative nature-based

solutions for climate and water resilience in cities 

SCC-03-2016: New governance, business, 
financing models and economic impact assessment 
tools for sustainable cities with nature-based solutions 
(urban re-naturing) (RIA)

SCC-04-2016: Sustainable urbanisation 
(ERA-NET Cofund

WP 2017 relevant topics:



Research and
Innovation

WP 2017 relevant topics:
Structure

• SC5-22-2017: Innovative financing,
business and governance models for
adaptive re-use of cultural heritage (RIA);

• SC5-32-2017: Biodiversity scenarios
(ERA-NET COFUND);

• SC5-26-2017: Pre-commercial
procurement on soil decontamination
(PCP)

Building a community of practice 
on Nature-Based Solutions for 
inclusive urban regeneration



Horizon 2020: Creating a community of practice on NBS

EKLIPSE NBS EWG CSA SC5-09-2014

European Knowledge and Learning Mechanism to Improve 

the Policy-Science-Society Interface on Biodiversity and 

ESS

INSPIRATION CSA SC5-10b-2014
Towards a strategic research agenda on soil, land-use and 

land management in Europe

ThinkNature CSA SC5-10-2015

Development of a multi-stakeholder dialogue platform and 

Think tank to promote innovation with Nature based 

solutions

NAIAD RIA SC5-9-2015 Insurance Value of Nature

Nature4Cities

RIA

SCC-03-2015
New governance, business, financing models and economic 

impact assessment tools for sustainable cities with NBSNaturvation SCC-03-2015

CONNECTING

IA

SCC-02-2016

Demonstrating innovative NBS in cities/ water and climate 

resilience

GROW GREEN SCC-02-2016

UNALAB SCC-02-2016

Urban GreenUP SCC-02-2016

BiodivERsA3 ERA-NET SC5-09-2014
Consolidating the European Research Area on biodiversity 

and ecosystem services

SCC-02-2016 cities involved



EU Funds invested to cities through H2020

ü 'Horizon 2020' has invested EUR 1.5 billion (2014-2017) on 
Research & Innovation city related actions:

ü out of which EUR 435 million (2014-2017)  devoted to 
innovation actions for Smart and Sustainable Cities.

*Smart Cities and Communities lighthouse: 330 M EUR(2014-
17) + Sustainable cities: 105 M EUR (2014-17).



WP 2018 Calls

ü CE-SC5-03-2018: Circular and regenerative cities 
(per-urban spaces; innovative solutions for closing 
the loop of urban material and resource flows 
within the nexus of water, energy, food, air, 
ecosystem services, soil)

ü Building a low-carbon, climate resilient future: 
climate action in support of the Paris Agreement 
LC-CLA-02-2019: Negative emissions and land-use 
based mitigation assessment

u Actions should analyse various land-use based 
mitigation options at global and regional level in 
relation to food, energy, water security, 
biodiversity and feedbacks between Land-use 
mitigation and climate change impacts.

WP 2018 Calls

ü Building a low-carbon, climate resilient future: 
climate action in support of the Paris Agreement 
LC-CLA-02-2019: Negative emissions and land-use 
based mitigation assessment

ü LC-CLA-06-2019: Inter-relations between climate 
change, biodiversity and ecosystems (NBS& 
ecosystem conservation, restoration and 
management, to support climate change adaptation 
and mitigation strategies)

ü LC-CLA-04-2018: Resilience and sustainable 
reconstruction of historic areas to cope with 
climate change and hazard events



WP 2018-2020, SC5 "Climate Action, 
Environment, Resource Efficiency and Raw 
Materials"

• https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/e
n/what-work-programme

•

• https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/e
n/climate-action-environment-resource-
efficiency-and-raw-materials-work-programme-
2018-2020

EU Policy Context on Cities

Urban Agenda for the EU – DG REGIO
https://ec.europa.eu/info/eu-regional-and-urban-development/cities
Topic Page on Cities



EU Policy Context on Cities

Urban Agenda for the EU – DG REGIO 
http://www.uia-initiative.eu/
Urban Innovative Actions

EU R&I Policy on Cities - Instruments

Joint Programming Initiative Urban Europe – DG RTD
http://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/
EU Member State initiative on Systemic Urban Innovation. Sustainable 
Research and Innovation Agenda: 'Transition towards sustainable and liveable 
urban futures'



Additional opportunities

• JPI calls, PRIMA

• European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) 2014-2020

• Urban Innovative Actions (Art. 8 ERDF Regulation)

o EUR 371 million, to experiment novel ideas (Art. 8 ERDF 

Regulation)

o Upcoming call to include nature-based solutions

International R&I cooperation on NBS

• Close collaboration with the 
Belmont Forum: Sustainable 
Urbanisation Global Initiative –
Food-Water-Energy Nexus 
(SUGI)

EU-China Partnership on 
Urbanisation 

EU-Brazil Sector Dialogue on 
Nature-Based Solutions for 
Sustainable Cities.



Close collaboration with the Belmont 
Forum

New for 2018-2019

••Mappingg for allMappppingM g for allf
FP6,FP7, H2020 FP6,FFP7
urban

7, H2020 P7
nn Projects

••PolicyPolicy P
OutcomeOutcome

Report FP7 Report FP7
projects

•High Level Expert
Group on innovating 

cities

Urban Booklet with EU 
funded projects
(Energy, Mobility, 
Health, CH, Social, 
Climate adaptation, 
Food, JPI)

COMMISSION 
TOPIC PAGE



Thank you
marie.yeroyanni@ec.europa.eu

Find out more:
www.ec.europa/research/horizon2020


