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Urban Agendafor the EU



The EU Urban Agenda Partnership on
sustainable land use and NBS

Kicked off in July 2017 - with the support of the EC
Coordinated by the Ministry of Poland and the City 
of Bologna

Key actors: EUROCITIES, URBACT, EUKN,  EIB 
Countries: Cyprus, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Portugal, 
Slovenia
Cities: Águeda (PT), Antwerp (BE), Cork (IR), 
Métropole Européenne de Lille (FR), Stavanger (NO), 
Verband Region Stuttgart (DE), Zagreb (HR)

The EU Urban Agenda Partnership on
sustainable land use and NBS

Towards Compact and Liveable cities, through efficient 
use of land and of infrastructure.
Need of Better knowledge, Better Regulation, Better
Funding – incl. tools and instruments
2 workstreams: "Liveable Compactness" and "Nature based 
solutions"
Milestones: 

• Draft Action Plan (consultation): July 2018
• Final Action Plan: the end of 2018



Horizon 2020 Projects

Multi-stakeholder Large-Scale demonstration 
projects on Nature-based Solutions for Climate and 
Water resilience and for Urban regeneration

FP7 Projects



1 project / 9

4 projects / 10 

9 projects / 26

BiodivERsA - Soil in 27% of funded projects

Already 22 pan-European projects funded

3 projects / 9

1 project / 7

4 projects / 12

BiodivERsA 2015-2016 COFUND call

Theme on soil & sediment biodiversity:

9 projects funded for a total of 13.5 million euro by 15 organisations from 13 countries (1 on sediment only)

Exemples of projects

BIOINVENT - Generic bio-inventory of functional soil 

microbial diversity in permanent grassland ecosystems 

across management and climate gradients. Participating 

countries: DE, CH, PT, SE.

CLIMARCTIC - Climate change impacts on Arctic soil and 

lake microbiomes. Participating countries: BE, NO, CH, ES, 

DE.

DIGGING_DEEPER - Agro-ecosystem diversification: 

digging deeper. Participating countries: CH, DE, FR, ES, SE.

Highlights of expected outcomes

Significance of soil microbial diversity 
and its functional potential for grassland 
ecosystem productivity; evaluation of 
bio-fertilizer product

Effects of climate change on soil and 
sediment diversity and functioning, and 
role as feedback mechanisms in the 
global change system

Framework to identify the impact of 
agricultural practices on the yield, 
biodiversity and sustainability of 
agroecosystems

For more information on this call and projects: www.biodiversa.org/922
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PRIMA

PRIMA, the Partnership for Research and Innovation in 
the Mediterranean Area, will address

• more climate-resilient, cost-effective and sustainable 
integrated water management and agro-food systems 

• joint innovative solutions to pool know-how and resources 
• water scarcity, food security, health, well-being, migration

Article 185 TFEU, 2018-2028
Participants: 11 EU Member States: 3 Associated Third 
Countries, 5 non-Associated Third Countries 
Budget: €494 M (€274 M national contributions, €220 M EU 
contribution, Additional in-kind contributions: €121,5 M)
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Strategic Research and Innovation  
Agenda

Goal:

• Long-term collaboration between Euro-Mediterranean 
countries, on an equal footing

• Alignment of national programmes 
• Synergies with European Research Area for the 

Neighbourhood and other research initiatives

Cross-Cutting Themes

Soil Sustainability, Food Security, Digital Revolution, Socio-
Economic Research and Stakeholders Involvement, Capacity 
Building
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SRIA – 3 Thematic Areas
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PRIMA Annual Work Plan

• 3 sections:
• Section 1 calls – actions and activities organised, managed and 

funded by the EU/PRIMA-IS (in line with H2020)

• Section 2 calls – organised by PRIMA-IS and funded by national 
contributions of PRIMA participating states

• Section 3 calls – organised, managed and funded by the PS

• Indicative budget for AWP 2018: 
• €20 million by EU

• at least €40 million by PS
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OUTLOOK

• INSPIRATION SRA to be consolidated

• Opportunities for match-making of funders through National 
Contact Partners, INSPIRATION4EU

• Horizon 2020 calls 2018-20

• PRIMA call for proposals 2018 and beyond

• Preparation of FP9 and other EU programmes beyond 2020



HORIZON 2020

An open invitation to work 
with you to work with nature!

Find out more:
www.ec.europa/research/horizon2020


